August 2023

TPU’M TRANSITIONS

A Special Briefing for friends of Tennessee Prison Outreach Ministry

To Dream

One of the great blessings of TPOM is to see the lives that are
transformed on a daily basis. Our program transforms the lives
of men and women who come in with hopes and dreams of a
life much better than one being addicted to drugs and living on
the streets or enduring days that seem to pass so slowly in a
dreary and small prison cell. A cell for two people that is around
80 square feet takes the concept of a tiny home to a new level.
Being in prison is a very dark place with little hope and often
limited opportunities for learning new ways to have a better life.

Prisons today are also filled with drugs and violence. Gang
activity generates attacks on officers and other inmates that
become all too routine. Fatal drug overdoses and suicide
continue to plague the prison system. Those who want to better
themselves are often trapped with limited opportunities to
attend classes and programs because the prison is constantly
on lockdown because of violence. These men and women dream
about the day that they will obtain their freedom.

On the day of their release and when they first arrive at TPOM,
a broad smile is on their face. They are thrilled that their dream
to be free has come true. While they often have anxiety about
life on the outside, they arrive with further dreams of a new
beginning. Their personal goals include finding a job, opening
a bank account, regaining their driver’s license, rebuilding the
relationship with their family, and finding stable housing upon
graduation.

Yet, achieving all of these dreams would not be possible without
your support through your donations and volunteer service.
What you do to assist TPOM is actually helping a resident to
achieve their own personal dreams. When that occurs, we are

changing lives and making our communities a better place to live.

This year, our Benefit Dinner on October 5, the personal
testimonies, and the video that will be shown, will all be focused
on the dreams of our residents and how you can help them to
make those dreams a reality. At the end of the day, our life will
not be measured in how much we accumulate for ourselves, but
in how much we share with the marginalized with our time--
words of encouragement, service, and support. | hope that you
are looking forward to this event and that you will continue to
believe in the men and women of TPOM.

Sincerely,

Frwes s

Thomas Snow
Director, TPOM

This year, TPOM supporters, residents,
program alumni, and community
partners will gather on October 5, 6:30
p.m., at The Fairgrounds Nashville
Exposition Center for An Evening to
Dream. We will enjoy a catered meal,
outstanding entertainment from

a renowned artist and mistress of
ceremonies, and cast the dream for the
future of TPOM.

Kimberly “Brownie” Vaughn, mistress
of ceremonies, delivers power-packed
messages and solutions to transform
lives wherever she goes. She has
participated in events such as the

Tim Tebow Foundation and a Big XlI
Leadership Conference. Her latest book,
Confidence B4 Commitment, debuted
as a #1 New Release on Amazon. She
will add much to the activities of the
evening.

Our special guest artist for the evening
is Mr. Talkbox (Byron Chambers). He

is the world’s top Talkbox Artist and
voice to the Intro of multi-Grammy
Award-winning song 24K Magic by
Bruno Mars. As a solo artist, he’s had
five #1 Singles in Japan, a 2016 Grammy
Award Nomination & is a two-time Dove
Award winner. Mr. Talkbox is featured
on the gospel smash hit, My God, by
Cece Winans’ Nashville Life Music which
peaked at #5 on the Gospel Top 700
Billboard charts. He is also featured on
the gospel classic, Jesus Is The Best
Thing, by Martha Munizzi, and many
others. An Evening to DREAM promises
to be a memorable experience. Register
at tpom.org/events.



TPOM GRADUATE
SPOTLIGHT

JOHN CARTER

John Carter recently
graduated from TPOM
Transitional. After 42 years
of incarceration, John
enthusiastically seized every
gave him.

Describe the journey that brought you to TPOM. |
spent 24 years at Northeast Correctional Complex.
For many years, | was basically managing the flooring
manufacturing unit. | knew Marshall [Danby] and Tim
[Hall] during my time there. But | was advised that
Riverbend was the place | could get the best help with
parole and | came there.

Did you have any concerns when you got here? | took
the attitude that if | could do 42 years in there, this

will be a piece of cake. | did what | needed to do in

the program. From the beginning, | wanted to explore
and have an adventure every day. One day | walked to
Walmart and spotted a Wendy’s. | did okay until the
guy gave me an empty cup and pointed to the drink
machine. | managed to get the ice, but | couldn’t get a
drink until an 8-year-old showed me how!

Tell us about your spiritual journey over the years.

At first, | didn’t care about getting into trouble. | never
expected to get out. I'd get into trouble and do 90-day
stretches in solitary. But finally, | decided | wanted to
change. | started going to church, reading my Bible.

| wasn’t a saint, but | tried to live under those biblical
principles while inside. It’s what | believed and that’s
how | carried myself. | also started on my GED, got an
Associate Degree from Dyersburg State, then a B.A.
from UT-Martin. I'm three classes short of a Master’s from
Liberty University.

How did TPOM help? TPOM gave me a place to land
when | got out. | had nobody and no place. The program
gives us good support as we get started.

What are you doing now after graduation? | got my CDL
and may do some cross-country driving in the future.
Right now I'm driving a dump truck for a good company,
working up to 70 hours, and making good money. For
housing, | bought a used RV and have a hook-up on a
farm in Sumner County. In the evening, | can sit and watch
the horses graze.

What advice do you have for others who might be
thinking about reentry? TPOM is a good program.

If you use the resources they give you, you can find

success. You will get out of it what you put into it.

Listen for TPOM ads on

94.1 FM, The FISH

CONGRATULATIONS

GRADUATES

How rewarding to continue to see graduates complete
TPOM Transitional and move into the community with
a positive plan for their lives. These men and women
recognized the opportunities the program gave them
and worked hard to reach their goals. In addition to
maintaining a work schedule, their lives have been
filled with job training, life-skills classes, mentoring,
spiritual development, worship, and fellowship. We
commend these men and women and pray God'’s
blessing as they move forward with their lives. Thank
you to the volunteers, donors, churches, and staff
who had a part in supporting and encouraging these
graduates.

Antonio Lyons Brian McKissak Brian Towers

Grady Morris Jacqueline Parrish Jessica West Mallory Blacklance
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Rebecca Squires Shawn Crevier

MEN'’S FIRST DAY FUND

A generous donor has helped establish a Men’s First
Day Fund to provide for the first needs that men have
as they begin the program. You can donate through
the website and choose “First Day Fund” if you wish to
direct funds to this area of ministry.

Savanna Cooper

FOLLOW US ON

@tnprison
@TPOM - Tennessee Prison Outreach Ministry
@tpomreentrycenter
@reentrytpom
Scan the QR Code (right) to donate
or you may contact Thomas Snow at

tsnow@tpom.org or
615-668-8281 for more information.




UPDATES & OPPORTUNITIES

TPOM NEWS

THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

Northside Church of Christ gave a gift in memory of
Erline Lindsey, mother of Sharon James.

Peggy Chatfield gave a gift in memory of
Fannie & Ocle Jones.

Audrey Dunnebacke made a donation in honor of
Bobby McElhiney.

Tim Hall made a donation in honor of Pebbles Garner.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Register for all events at tpom.org/events.

TPOM Benefit Dinner: An Evening to DREAM
Thursday, October 5, 6:30 p.m.,

Exposition Center, The Fairgrounds Nashville

We invite TPOM supporters, residents, program
alumni, and community partners to join TPOM for
an evening of inspiration, dedication, and liberation.
We will witness how dreams come true and ‘nothing
is impossible with God.” Table hosts and corporate
sponsors will help make this evening a success. If you
can help in this way, contact Thomas Snow at 615-
668-8281.

TPOM Basic Volunteer Training

Saturday, Oct. 14, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,

TPOM Reentry Center, 136 Rains Ave.

This will be the next required training for all new
volunteers. This four-hour training will provide you
with a wealth of information in working with our
population and will describe all the opportunities to
volunteer. Go to the website to register.

Young Fun at Camp COPE

Children who have an incarcerated parent are invited
each year to participate in Camp COPE. Volunteers,
some staff, and generous donors made the camp
happen again this year. Pray that these children will
choose a positive path for their own lives and be

a blessing to their families. Thank you to all who
support this important outreach to the families of the
incarcerated.

p= TPOM RESIDENT
SPOTLIGHT

PEBBLES
GARNER

Pebbles Garner /s
preparing for graduation in
the near future. She talks
about her experiences at TPOM and her plans after
graduation.

How did you find TPOM? | heard about TPOM from
Tim Hall when he came to the Johnson City Jail.

What were some of your concerns when you
arrived? After being in jail for almost four years, |
was nervous. But as soon as | got to TPOM, | got the
clothes | needed, shoes, food, clean sheets, hygiene
items, and other supplies. | was working within a
week in a job through the SNAP program and then
got a job | really like making doggie treats for Bark
Bistro.

Tell us about your spiritual journey. | did a lot of
the New Life Behavior lessons and earned 360 Bible
certificates. | fought for two years during COVID to
get the church in so | could be baptized. | helped a
group of four, then a group of eleven women to be
baptized. Being a Christian means that | don’t have
to get high. It helps me to show respect toward
authority figures and keep doing what | need to do.

What do people need to understand about
incarceration? People should understand that some
incarcerated people do want to change. A great
support system makes that possible.

What goals do you have for the future? I'm enrolled
in the cosmetology course at Tennessee College of
Applied Technology to have an additional skill. | want
to go see my 14-year-old son in Florida. | just want to
keep doing what | need to do.

What advice would you give to people considering
the program at TPOM? TPOM was the best thing |
could have done. They helped me with my driver’s
license, got fines paid, and so much more. Everyone
here is wonderful and they have been a real blessing.
For anyone who wants to start fresh, this is the place.
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136 Rains Avenue ¢ Nashville, TN 37203

BOARD SPOTLIGHT

New board member Eric Qualls brings a
wealth of experience with the Tennessee
Department of Corrections to his service
on the TPOM board. He started at TDOC
as a corrections officer in 1982 and
moved through several roles during his
forty-year career. He ran a unit tracking
gangs in correctional facilities, served
on the discipline board, supervised
accreditation, and served as a warden at
the Charles Bass and Bledsoe facilities.
In recent years, Eric’s responsibilities
included Rehabilitation programs such as the Cognitive Behavior
Intervention Program that prepares incarcerated men and women for
transitioning back to the community. This role led him to learn of TPOM’s
work teaching reentry classes at Riverbend and the Debra K. Johnson
facility for women.

Eric’s work on the Advisory Board, and now the TPOM board, seems

like a natural fit for using his experience after his retirement from TDOC.
“I’ve never seen such a group of individuals who are so dedicated to their
mission. Whether the volunteers, the advisory board, or executive board,
they truly walk the walk,” he says. He wants to see state agencies continue
to work on good handoffs to organizations like TPOM. A part of the
reentry mission is “convincing people to believe in themselves and then
helping them take advantage of the available resources.”

BOARD MEMBERS
Randi Baxter, president
Sam Daniel

Greg Hardeman
James Kelley

Jeff Castle

Steve Church

Walt Leaver
Suzie Smith
Kimberly McCall
Cindy Story
Mark Parkey
Eric Qualls

STAFF MEMBERS

Thomas Snow, Executive Director

Dr. Cynthia Stewart, Director of Operations
David Phipps, Spiritual Development Director
Alice Clark, Recovery Coordinator

Tommy Gore, Development and Outreach Manager
Randy Halstead, Director of Clinical Counseling
Fred Lopez, Re-Entry Specialist

Michelle Kevorkian, Volunteer Coordinator
Valerie Reed, House Shepherd

Jason Roberts, House Shepherd

Ronald Gordon, House Shepherd

Catherine Elder, House Shepherd

Oliver Cobb, House Shepherd (Memphis)

Larry Chamberlain, House Shepherd (Memphis)
Reisha Kidd, Community Engagement

Pam Walls, Accounting Manager

Ashley Landes, Case Manager

Adrianne Thompson, Administrative Assistant

Tennessee Prison Outreach Ministry ¢ 615-870-1126 ¢ tpom.org ¢ office@tpom.org




