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TPU’M TRANSITIONS

A Special Briefing for friends of Tennessee Prison Outreach Ministry

Cabin Gotta Get Right

| started Camp COPE in 2008 in my first year of
working in prison ministry. For many years | served
as the Director of Camp, but knew | needed to retire
from this role when | could no longer hang with the
boys in a game of basketball. My memories of camp
are special and so many young people have been
blessed by this experience.

One favorite memory of mine is tied to one of
our first years at Whispering Pines, a beautiful
camp with over 80 wooded acres in Castalian

Springs, connected to Old Hickory Lake. The camp has two large air-conditioned Preparations for the 3rd
cabins, but they also have rustic cabins in the woods - i.e., the ones with no air Annual Come & See Women'’s
conditioning and screen doors and windows. When | arrived at camp, | was told Event are underway. This

by the caretaker to not use one of the cabins because they found snakes in the event has become an

cabin, harmless snakes, but still snakes. important way to support the
That year, the teenage boys would joke around with their friends at camp about women’s program at TPOM.
needing to “get right” in regard to certain character flaws. After the first day In addition to enjoying

of camp, | had a better understanding of what was meant. There were a lot of a wonderful meal and
first-year campers and the behavior of some of the boys was out of control. They entertainment, the guests
kept their cabin up all night with loud talking, laughing, and playing with their will hear and celebrate the

flashlight. The staff did not know what to do. The next morning | woke up early
and took a long walk, trying to determine what | should do before all my staff
quit. Should | drive these boys back to Nashville or call their guardians to come
get them?

stories of several of TPOM’s
current and former residents.
See the enclosed flyer for
additional details. Register
today at

tpom.org/events.

| had an epiphany. | went to the craft room and took a white poster board and
wrote “Cabin Gotta Get Right” on it and | posted it on the cabin with the snakes.
Then | made an announcement that any boy camper who couldn’t “get right”
would spend the night with me and my son Andrew in the snake cabin. | guess
the boys didn’t take me seriously because before the night was over four boys,
between the ages of 11-13, had been brought to me by their counselors carrying
their sleeping bag and pillow with a dejected and frightened look on their faces.

Their greatest fear was that a snake would end up in their sleeping bag, but | can
report that no snakes were seen. | can also report that it only took one night in
“Cabin Gotta Get Right” for the boys to “get right” and they were able to return
to their regular cabins with all their friends. We no longer use “Cabin Gotta Get
Right,” but | just smile when | think about the great times we have had together
and all the young people that have their own memories of Camp COPE. Over the
years, some campers have come to know Christ, many have made lifelong friends,
and some have even returned as counselors when they turned 18. Thank you for
making all of this possible.

Scan the QR Code (above)
to donate or you may

Sincerely, contact Thomas Snow at
tsnow@tpom.org or
% 615-668-8281 for more
V/R san's information.
Thomas Snhow

Director, TPOM




TPOM GRADUATE
SPOTLIGHT

JACK SHUTTLE

Jack Shuttle recently graduated
from TPOM Transitional.
He came to us from one of
¢ our most active teams of

& . volunteers/mentors at the
Northeast facility in Mountain City.

How did you find TPOM? | heard about TPOM in a class
taught by Marshall Danby and Tim Hall. | knew | wanted a
Christian-based program.

Did you have anything you were worried about when you
got there? After 33 years behind bars, | was apprehensive
about everything. | realized real quick how much | didn’t
know. But | found out these people really care. If not for
them, | don’t know if | would have made it. If (Governor) Bill
Lee wants to see a great program, | hope he’ll be able to
come see this one.

How did TPOM help? Information! They gave me the
information | needed. | didn’t know how to use a phone. |
didn’t know how to ride a bus. | found out about the work
training programs and the jobs that were available. | did
factory work for most of my time here, but the last two
months I’'ve done food preparation in a restaurant and
even some maintenance they needed. TPOM helped me
with everything I've done and I’'m so thankful for all they’ve
done.

What role did faith play in your life in prison and now?
Everyone needs religion. | didn’t have it as a kid, but later |
realized that God had spared me. When | figured that out, |
started living a different life.

What comes next for you? I’'m getting my parole
transferred to Virginia and headed back to where my family
lives. I'm enrolled there to get my CDL. | like the idea of
driving cross-country and making $1,700 per week.

What advice do you have for others who might be
thinking about reentry? Try TPOM. I'm telling everyone

| know that if they’re serious about succeeding, come to
TPOM. They go so above and beyond what they have to do
to help someone.
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CONGRATULATIONS

GRADUATES

These eight recent graduates join a total of 35 TPOM
Transitional graduates that completed the program in the last
six months. Consider the lives that have been strengthened,
the families reunited, and the deepened faith that these
graduates represent. Congratulations to these graduates as
they continue to build successful lives. And thank you to all
the TPOM supporters who support this mission with their time,
talents, and resources.

Damaryious Dorsey

Crystal Collins

John Carter

Alexander McDeavitt Cory Robinson

VOLUNTEER FUN

A group of over 150 volunteers enjoyed an evening at Hillsboro
Church of Christ to celebrate a great year of volunteer
accomplishments. Volunteers of the Year Eric Beard and
Rachel Splawn were honored. Doug Cloud was recognized for
diligently mailing out over 1,000 Bible correspondence lessons
into the prisons/jails in 2022, setting a new record. Doug
Cullum & Beth Beth Goodcourage were honored for their work
with youth in juvenile facilities. Thank you to all our volunteers
that make this ministry possible.




UPDATES & OPPORTUNITIES

TPOM NEWS

THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

Lori Cloud gave a gift in honor of Doug Cloud, Volunteer of the Year
Honoree.

Steve Church gave in honor/memory of Mike Goodcourage.

Cary McClure made a donation in memory of Robert & Mildred McClure.

Mercy Multiplied made a donation in honor of Rachel Splawn.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Register for all events at tpom.org/events.

3rd Annual “Come and See” Women'’s Event

Thursday, June 8, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Old Natchez Country Club, 115
Gardengate Dr., Franklin, TN 37069 | “Come & See...Celebrating
Our Stories.” Come and See how God is transforming the lives of
women who were incarcerated and now are learning a new way to
live, being reunited with family, and gaining independence.

Basic Volunteer Training

Saturday, June 17, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., TPOM, 136 Rains Ave.

If you would like to volunteer or mentor men or women in the
reentry program or with those who are still incarcerated, this

is required training. Mentors continue to provide an essential
element of guidance and encouragement for the incarcerated or
those in transition back to the community.

Camp COPE

June 18-23, 2023, Whispering Pines Christian Camp, Castalian
Springs, TN | The camp is for ages 8-17. Full scholarships are
available for children with an incarcerated parent.

Advanced Volunteer Training

Saturday, July 29, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., TPOM, 136 Rains Ave.
For those who have already attended the required basic training,
we offer advanced training on a variety of subjects that can

help you gain a deeper understanding of your work with justice
system-involved individuals. The theme will be resilience.

TPOM Annual Benefit Dinner

October 5, 2023, Exposition Center, Nashville Fairgrounds
Mark your calendars now for this event at a new venue near
TPOM.

gop POQ)~ SUPPORT SECOND CHANCES

Recently TPOM invited selected
supporters to become monthly givers
to give additional men and women a

(7)) ) second chance. This is a way to allow
m (& small monthly donations to make a big
c\o e difference. Ashley, a recent graduate,

~D CH> says, “When | think about where | came

from and where | am now, I’'m amazed.
Now, | want to take the next step up in my job, find my church,
and do the next right thing.” Ashley got a second chance and
responded in a life-changing way. If you believe in second
chances, would you navigate to tpom.org and select the donate
button? You can set up a monthly gift or make a one-time gift to
bless someone’s life in a meaningful way.

S TPOM RESIDENT
SPOTLIGHT
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Jessica Lentz /s preparing
-~ for graduation in the near
future. She talks about her
experiences at TPOM and her plans after graduation.
How did you find TPOM? My roommate told me about

it. She had come through the program and encouraged
me to come.

What were some of your concerns when you arrived?
At first, | was overwhelmed by it all. I'm not super-social,
so it was hard to talk about everything initially. But after
a couple of weeks, it got better.

How has TPOM been helpful with your reentry? It

was so good for me to be working again. They required

a bank account and that got me saving money like

| needed to. Getting all the basics in place like birth
certificate and bus pass kept me moving in the right
direction. You have to do the work, but the staff are there
to guide you through the steps.

How has your work experience been? | like to use

my hands, so the work at Kabinart has been a good

fit. I've trained to operate the routing machines, the
table saw, the wood-cutting machine, and sometimes
work in assembly. [Jessica was featured in a recent
Goodwill publication after graduating from Goodwill’s
Construction Training where she received her NCCER
construction skills certification. She did so well in the
construction training that she was offered introductory
training in welding. As a result of that experience,
Jessica enrolled in the welding program that Tennessee
College of Applied Technology offers in the fall.]

What do people need to understand about
incarceration? One of the big things is that during
incarceration, you don’t have to make any decisions.
That’s one reason you are so overwhelmed when you
get out. You learn that you can’t always trust those
around you to be for you. That’s why getting to a place
where people are for you is so important.

What goals do you have for the future? My biggest
challenge right now is looking for a place to live.

The rents are high and they want you to have been
out for 5-6 years, but we have to start somewhere.
Most affordable housing puts someone back near
temptations. | also don’t want to go back to my small
town and the old haunts.

What advice would you give to people considering
the program at TPOM? Come! Do what you're
supposed to do and take advantage of all the classes
and the training that is offered. It will make all the
difference.

Listen for TPOM ads on

94.1 FM, The FISH
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